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From the President

Welcome to February everyone!

We made it through another January and another Northern Lights House Hop! Are you
hungry yet? I want to send a big Thank You to my fellow hosts and hostesses! We really
had a great time and what wonderful weather! Also a big Thank You to Tom for organizing
such a great hop! It was great to have our freinds from City Lights and Village North with
us. Congratulations to Jane and Paul for their ﬁrst time on the tour. We loved your home and
hope you will show off your displays again in the future. Speaking of ﬁrst time, this was the
only time I can remember the cops paying us a visit! (At Dee’s! -ed.)
I did a little more house hopping on my own as well. I took a trip up to Duluth to be with the
Village North crowd during their Annual House Hop! They do things just a little different
than we do. They pot luck at the ﬁrst house and then see how much more their stomachs can
endure for the rest of the afternoon! Our motto of “Ohhh! Awe! Eat!!!” works well up north
as well.
Lanie and Mike have a beautiful set of displays, including a Christmas in the City display
with the mob & smaller displays put together by their grandchildren. You also don’t want
to miss the Alpine Village that is set up on top of the hot tub in the master bathroom! We
visited Adelaide’s house which has a beautiful view of the Duluth harbor. I enjoyed the
Scandinavian art and treats! John and Gerry’s home is packed with displays including
the biggest Holy Land display I have seen. They have also collected some of the new
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Williamsburg pieces that are set up in front of one of the bedroom windows that also has
a fantastic view of the harbor. David and Linda’s home, of course, did not disappoint. I
actually found Woodstock and Snoopy on my ﬁrst round of display peeping. Last time I
was there it took me the better part of two days! All went well, except for the occasional
smart remark about the Bears (shouldn’t that be “ ’da Bears” ? -ed.) fan that was tagging
along. They didn’t miss an opportunity to let me know what the score was as we went
from house to house! I also enjoyed the next day when I strolled home, taking in the
Great Lakes Acquarium, CJ’s and two other pet shops. I arrived home with a prize bag,
a new D-56 house and accessories and four new wet family members! Thank you to the
gang up north for the hospitality and the invite! I promoise to drag some more folk up
north with me next time!
Don’t miss this month’s meeting! We will have a visit from our D-56 sales rep, Kathy
Balfanz. She will introduce up to the new village pieces and give us the latest news from
D-56.

The next meeting will also be our chance to say good-bye to Robin and John
and to thank them for their support of our club for so many years. They will
be turning over the store to new Hallmark owners on March 1st. If you can’t
make our February meeting, be sure to stop by the store during the month!
Hope to see you all next week.

~Shirl
Sue Marks, a former member of our club, has passed away. Diane found the following obituary
in the Star Tribune on Sunday. We will try to contact the Funeral Home to get more information
on the Memorial for Sue.
Sue (Lucy Anne) Marks
Marks, Sue (Lucy Anne) Age 80 of Edina. Memorial service in the spring. Full notice later. Washburn-McReavy
Werness Brothers 952-884-8145
Published in Star Tribune on January 23, 2011

Editor’s note: Sue would often ride along with B.J. and I during House Hops. She was a genuine character and
made the travel a great deal of fun. Her career as a psych nurse came in pretty handy as a member of the Northern
Lights Collectors’ Club! She attended our club meetings until she was no longer able to make the trip from Edina to
Crystal at night.
Sue is survived by her three children: Colleen (Boston, Mass.), Dennis and Randy (both local). Washburn-McReavy
Werness Brothers tell me they have no information on the memorial service or when the full notice will appear
(presumably closer to the memorial service).
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The Northeran Lights House Hop generally features some mightly ﬁne eatting all
along the route. At Jane and Paul’s house, this wonderful treat was served. I knew
immediately that the receipe was one I’d have to get.
Jane was gracious enough to share it with the club. Thank you, Jane!

Jane Sumi’s Fruit Soup
Easy to make, easy to store, and very tasty.
This yields 8-10 servings (5 cups).
1 c. golden raisins
1 c. bite-size prunes
1 c. chopped apples -- peeled -- I use Granny Smith cause it’s ﬁrm and tart
1 orange -- peeled and cut up
1 t. orange rind ﬁnely cut
4 c. water
1 T lemon juice
1/4 to 1/2 c. sugar -- I use 1/4 c.
1 stick cinnamon
1/4 t. salt
2 T. quick cooking tapioca
1 10-oz package of frozen berries--thawed. I like the mixed berries packs of
stawberries, raspberries, blueberries and blackberries.
Combine all ingredients except tapioca and berries in large saucepan. Simmer
slowly for 1 hour. Sprinkled tapioca over soup and stir to avoid lumping. Cook
15 minutes more. Add thawed berries to hot soup. Serve warm over ice cream or
with whipped cream. I like to mix a little cinnamon into the whipped cream.
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Just some thoughts about Robin Lee’s Hallmark...
The other day, Shirley asked me if I remember how long Robin Leeʼs has sponsored the Northern Lights. I have to
admit, I couldnʼt tell you how long thatʼs been. I do know thatʼs itʼs been quite a number of years that weʼve been
blessed with Robin and Johnʼs gracious sponsorship of our club.
The Northern Lights didnʼt have a sponsor when B.J. and I joined the club. It seemed like it was paralysis by
analysis on that order. The thought was, that we either needed to let every shop in the entire metro sponsor us—so
that the different shops wouldnʼt get angry—or else we wouldnʼt have a sponsor at all. It became particularly
noticable, though, in our dealings with the the D-56 clubs in the area that we needed the type of support that those
clubs enjoyed.
When we ﬁrst were sponsored, Robin Leeʼs was one of a handful of sponsors. While some of those other shops
didnʼt work out for us, it seemed like the Friendship Shop in Saint Louis Park and Robin Leeʼs Hallmark were
absolutely solid. Jane Crawford, owner of the Friendship Shop died some years ago now and her husband, Larry
sold. But, though it all, Robin and John have been right with this club and the others they sponsor.
The Northern Lights owe Robin Leeʼs Hallmark a debt of gratitude.
Thank you so much, Robin and John.
—Diane
Shirley also asked if I had photos of John and Robin. I actually do have a classic of Robin—from a Robbinsdale
High School annual. Wonʼt divulge the year. Decided not to run it ;)
(But I might bring it to the meeting!!)

